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The situation, problems and countermeasures surrounding
wetland protection legislation in China

PAN Jia, WANG Jin
(Peking University Law School ; Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: Wetlands have important ecological value, and important ecological status in China.
However, there are few systematic and in-depth analyses of wetland protection legislation in China.
It is of great practical significance to study the regulations, problems and countermeasures
surrounding wetland protection from a legislative point of view. Historically, China’ s wetland
protection legislation and policies have involved several periods. Before China’ s accession to the
Convention on Wetlands in 1992, the legislation period was one of wetland biological resources for
economic benefit. After joining the Convention to the 18th CPC National Congress in 2012, the
legislation period involved protecting wetlands on the spot while recognizing the great ecological
value of wetlands. Wetlands have been protected as an environmental factor since the 18th CPC
National Congress. Current wetland protection legislation in China has many deficiencies. For
example, some relevant provisions have deviant targets, scattered content and lack operationali-
zation. The legal hierarchy of special wetland provisions is too low. The definition and scope of
wetlands are confusing. The regulations on wetland protection and utilization are seriously lagging.
Essentially, these problems arise from the absence of specific and operational wetland protection
legislation and it is urgent that we perfect relevant legislation wetland protection. These measures
mainly include promulgating the Wetland Protection Ordinance and other specialized laws and
regulations as a core breakthrough. Systematically evaluating and cleaning existing regulations and
policies related to wetland conservation and utilization is needed. Last, wetland protection can be
improved by adapting to the matching mechanism and operating system.

Key words : wetland conservation ; legislation ; problem ; countermeasures ; China
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